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RE. President Remengesau Delivers Keynote at Sustainable Oceans Forum 

 
  

President Remengesau is delivering a keynote speech on behalf of the Pacific Small Island 
Developing States at the Sustainable Oceans Forum held at the United Nations Headquarters in 
New York on February 4th.  The Sustainable Oceans Alliance and the Global Partnerships 
Forum has partnered with the Permanent Mission of Italy to the United Nations for the first 
Sustainable Oceans Forum.  The Forum will serve as catalyst for action, as a lead-up to the July 
2014 Pacific Island Summit in Palau and the September 2014 United Nations Conference on 
Small Island Developing States in Samoa.  
 
In his address, President Remengesau will discuss his intention to close Palau’s waters to 
commercial fishing and will revisit his call in September for a stand alone UN Sustainable 
Development Goal on oceans and seas. He will also highlight the need for new, innovative 
partnerships to help monitor Palau’s territory and prepare and respond to extreme weather 
disasters like Bopha and Haiyan. 
 
The Sustainable Oceans Forum will bring together Heads of State and Government; key 
Ministers and policy-makers; leaders from civil society and the business community; and 
relevant international organizations.  It will focus on issues that lend themselves to concrete 
action, and will discuss that the health of the Oceans and Seas is critical to the continuing well-
being of all humanity.  In addition, the Forum will highlight innovative technologies as 
opportunities for the protection of the Oceans and Seas-our common heritage.  The dialogue will 
be in an interactive format to enable participation by the audience, with the aim of creating 
positive momentum for an Oceans and Seas Sustainable Development Goal, and to develop a 
global campaign to engage civil society.   
 
The goal of the Sustainable Oceans Alliance and of the Sustainable Oceans Forum is to ensure 
that Oceans and Seas are on the short-list of the world’s development priorities.  President 
Remengesau is accompanied by Press Secretary, Keobel Sakuma and will be joined by two other 
keynote speakers: The Honorable Andrea Orlando, Minister of Environment, Ministry of the 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Environment and Protection of Land and Sea, Republic of Italy; and the Honorable Dr. John 
Ashe, President of UN General Assembly.  
 
 


